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             Democracy is not just about voting every five years. Democracy is our daily thoughts and 
actions. Democracy is dealing with change. Democratic politics in Bhutan has come with conflict 
and division among families and communities. That is why Bhutan’s experience with the process of 
democratisation is challenging. But these are the tensions of change that have to be understood 
and overcome in the process of political maturity. That is why it is exciting and, ultimately, fulfill-
ing to be able to make a difference to Bhutan’s system of governance at this time. 
 
As 18 years is the voting age in Bhutan, every teenager should begin to discuss and think about 
what this responsibility called Democracy is all about. 
 
Jurwa - Changing Times in Gakithang - is a graphic novel based on a radio soap series that BCMD 
created to reflect the stories of a cross section of people who were at the forefront of demo-
cratic change. BCMD worked with political candidates, government officials, youth, and citizens 
who shared their experiences, their concerns, and their aspirations for Bhutan’s evolving system 
of governance.
 
These are captured in the story of how democracy came to the village of Gakithang. 
 
This is the story of Bhutan, in contemporary times. As responsible  citizens, we want to ensure 
the success of this path that we have chosen, towards good governance. We urge you to continue 
discussing our democracy and welcome your feedback… mail us at bcmd@bcmd.bt. 





This story begins not so long ago in Gakithang, a typical 
Bhutanese village where the process of democracy is changing 
the idyllic life in the community. 
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